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THE RUBY HALLORAN BURSARY 

A Perpetual Advancement Award of the Gold Coast Community Fund 

Established through the generosity of the Estate of Ruby Halloran and administered by the Gold 

Coast Community Fund. 
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1. PURPOSE & PHILOSOPHY 

The Ruby Halloran Bursary exists to honour Ruby Halloran’s legacy as a gracious benefactor 

committed to strengthening the Gold Coast community. 

The Bursary provides financial assistance to Gold Coast residents experiencing financial and/or 

personal hardship who are seeking to improve their circumstances through: 

• Education or vocational training 

• Skill development 

• Personal advancement programs 

• Community leadership initiatives 

• Small enterprise or start-up development 

The Award is designed not as charity, but as empowerment — enabling recipients to advance 

their station in life with dignity and purpose. 

 

2. FUND STRUCTURE & FINANCIAL GOVERNANCE 

• The Ruby Halloran Estate Fund is a separately invested sub-fund of the Gold Coast 

Community Fund. 

• The principal of the fund will be preserved in perpetuity. 

• Each financial year, the Board may distribute up to 80% of the net annual investment 

return. 

• A minimum of 20% of annual returns will be reinvested to ensure long-term sustainability. 

• There is no minimum or fixed award amount. 

• The number of recipients each year is entirely at the discretion of the Board. 

• The Board may elect not to award the Bursary in any given year. 

All decisions are final and not subject to appeal. 
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3. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

Applicants must: 

1. Be a current resident of the Gold Coast. 

2. Have resided on the Gold Coast for a reasonable continuous period. 

3. Demonstrate financial and/or personal hardship (current or historical). 

4. Be seeking support for an initiative that will materially improve their life circumstances. 

5. Be able to demonstrate commitment to completing the proposed undertaking. 

6. Be willing to provide supporting documentation and consent to reasonable verification 

inquiries. 

Age Consideration 

The Bursary is open to applicants of all ages. However, applications from individuals under 30 

years of age will receive weighted consideration in scoring. 

Ineligible Applicants 

• Board members of the Gold Coast Community Fund and their immediate families. 

• Applications seeking retrospective reimbursement for fully completed activities (unless 

exceptional circumstances are determined by the Board). 

 

4. ELIGIBLE USES OF FUNDS 

Funds may be applied toward: 

• Tuition or course fees 

• Accredited training programs 

• Required educational materials 

• Equipment essential to study or enterprise 

• Start-up costs for small business or community initiatives 

Payment Model 

Preference will be given to: 

• Direct payment to education providers or suppliers 

• Reimbursement upon proof of expenditure 

• Structured milestone-based payment (if applicable) 

The Bursary is not intended to operate as an unrestricted cash grant. 
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5. VERIFICATION & DUE DILIGENCE 

Applicants must consent to: 

• Provision of supporting documentation relating to hardship and/or enrolment. 

• Reasonable follow-up inquiries by the Board. 

• Review by a volunteer assessor appointed by the Fund. 

• Confirmation of appropriate use of funds prior to payment. 

The Board retains discretion in determining sufficiency of evidence. 

 

6. SELECTION PRINCIPLES 

Applications will be assessed against the following weighted criteria: 

Criteria Weighting 

Demonstrated hardship 25% 

Potential life-changing impact 25% 

Feasibility and clarity of proposed plan 15% 

Commitment, resilience & personal drive 15% 

Age weighting (under 30 consideration) 10% 

Broader community benefit (if applicable) 10% 

The Board retains discretion to consider exceptional circumstances beyond the matrix. 

 

7. ANNOUNCEMENT 

Recipient(s) will be announced at the annual Gold Coast Community Fund Business Leaders 

Breakfast. 

Recipients may be invited to attend and share their story (voluntary participation only). 


